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Be wary of work zones

Know how to stay safe when there's a lot going on

Ilustration by Don Lomax

The accident: A heavy equip-
ment operator was part of a crew
working on a resurfacing project
for a county road. In need of a
restroom, but with none avail-
able in the work zone, the opera-
tor chose an area out of the line
of sight of others between two
compactors. While the worker was
between the two pieces of equip-
ment, a dump truck backed into
one of the compactors, pushing
the machine into the other com-
pactor and crushing the operator.
He was transported to the near-
est hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival.

The bottom line: A post-acci-
dent investigation determined the
parking brake on the compactor
struck by the dump truck was not
functioning, enabling the truck to
push the machine into the other
compactor. Furthermore, the dump

truck drver was backing into posi-
tion using only his driver's side
rear mirror and without the aid of
a spotter. The dump truck’s rear
backup alarm was not functioning.
A number of mistakes contrib-
uted to the accident, which was
completely preventable. Here are
some simple steps to avoid finding
yourself in the same situation:
Follow the plan - With so many
vehicles and machines on the site,
workers on fool and on equipment
should follow the jobsite's inter-
nal traffic control plan, which will
keep machines and pedestrians
out of the same lanes of travel.
Use a spotter — When backing
trucks and other equipment in a
work zone, always use a spotter.
A predetermined means of com-
munication, such as radios or hand
signals, needs to be used 0 ma-
neuver the vehicle into position.

Check your equipment — One
of the compactors and the truck

had mechanical issues. A pre-shift
equipment inspection would have
found both the malfunctioning
compactor brake and the truck’s
inoperable backup alarm. Before
you begin work, make sure a
trained operator has conducted

a pre-start safety inspection. Any
equipment with non-functioning
safety features should be placed
out of service.

Always remember you're vulner-
able when you're on foot on a
jobsite. Never place yourself be-
tween two pieces of equipment, or
between a piece of equipment and
a structure. Any non-work activi-
ties that will take your attention
away from your surroundings —
cell phone calls, bathroom breaks,
etc. — should be conducted outside
the work zone area.
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